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having done what little work I could to help the Con-
gress in the present struggle. And for that reason, I
welcome my arrest and imminent conviction trusting
that even this may contribute a little to the suffering,
needed before India can be free.

As a foreigner it is right that I should try to
explain why I have intervened in this fight at all. I
must crave the patient indulgence of this court when I
try to make my c^sltion clesir.

I ar.: a tsacher or vocation anc! I find the great-
est happine-o ^lier. I am with my boys sharing their
lives and hopes and trying to ^nter in:o spiritual one-
ness with them. To me there is no more sacred rela,
tionship than this. Imagine then the horror and disgust
with vshich I received the then Collector's order in
February last to prostitute this sacred trust by spying
on my boys for the Police and reporting any whom I
noticed as attending Congress meetings. Where any
of my boys are likely to be in physical danger there it
is my proud duty to go to watch and try to guard them
but I naturally refused to obey so wrongful an order as
this. My expectations of arrest were then falsified
but no doubt my attitude was remembered though such
an order was wisely never repeated* I am ashamed to
say that all the other headmasters obeyed it without a
word of protest. It is intolerable that in India a
Police officer should have the power of trampling in
such a way upon the holy relationship between a
teacher and his pupils. This sort of an order forces a
teacher to really take part in politics*